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I have attended many first nights in the miserable role of
author, but never one like that. The house was so delighted
to see its loved and lovely Irene back again that in sheer
happiness it extended its favour to the play. Call went on
continuously, there were continuous cries for ‘Speech!’— the
author was pushed on and pushed off; and still Dot and

Irene were bowing. (Autobiography 278)
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James: Well now, Philip, what are you going to do, now
you've left the Army?
Philip: (promptly) Burn my uniform and sell my revolver.
James: (starting at the word “revolver”) Sell your revolver,
eh?
Philip: (surprised) Well, T don't want it now, do I?

(The Boy Comes Home 125)

FEOXEE» S5 HEAH N B Philip .00 L& E, HANIZES ©

s\
ry



5T L, BENSHEITHEETICWV B Philiphs = Bk 2 BRE £ R
TWA DM, “Burn my uniform and sell my revolver.” & “Well, I
don’t want it now, do I?” LS REFATH 5, ZOMEMSIF, A
EvoMmEEFERL, HEO, 5E0IBRICMEEIHOLDOE/E
HAMD I EMTE B, TNEFKIT, ZOXETE»SE, iRl
SNV VDLIAY VAL RDSF B ENTE S, IV VE, HEUZOH
THEFIIOWTUFO XS ITBNT B,

I should like to put asterisks here, and then write: ‘Tt
was in 1919 that I found myself once again a civilian.’
For it makes me almost physically sick to think of that
nightmare of mental and moral degradation, the war. ...
It seems impossible to me now that any sensitive man

could live through another war. (Autobiography 249)
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Dinah: Mrs. Telworthy—don’t say you've forgotten already,
just when you were getting so good at names. Mrs.
Telworhty. You see, Olivia married the Telworthy man and
went to Australia with him, and he drank himself to death
out there, and Olivia came home to Englnad, and met my
uncle, and he fell in love with her and proposed to her, and
he came into my room that night—I was about fourteen—
and turned on the light and said, “Dinah, how would you
like to have a beautiful aunt of your very own?” And I

said: “Congratulations, George.” That was the first time I
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called him George. Of course I'd seen it coming for weeks.
Telworthy, isn’t it funny name?

Pim: Very singular. From Australia, you say?

Dinah: Yes, I always say that he’s probably still alive, and
will turn up here one morning and annoy George.

(Mr. Pim Passes By 201)
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George: You know quite well what I mean. You treat it as
an ordinary proposal from a man to a woman who have

never been more than acquaintances before. Very well, then.



Will you tell me what you proposal to do, if you decide to—
ah—refuse me? You do not suggest that we should go on
living together—unmarried?

Olivia: (shocked) Of course not, George! What would the
County —I mean Heaven—I mean the Law—1 mean, of
course not! Besides, it’s so unnecessary. If I decide to
accept you, of course I shall marry you.

George: Quite so. And if you—ah—decide to refuse me?
What will you do?

Olivia: Nothing.

George: Meaning by that?

Olivia: Just that, George. I shall stay here—just as before.
I like this house. It wants a little re-decorating, perhaps,
but I do like it, George. . . Yes, I shall be quite happy here.
George: I see. You will continue to live down here—in spite
of what you said just now about the immorality of it.
Olivia: (surprised) But there’s nothing immoral in a widow
living along in a big house, with perhaps the niece of a
friend of hers staying with her, just to keep her company.

(Mr. Pim Passes By 243-244)
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Olivia: Just a moment, Mr. Pim. Let us have it quite clear
this time. You never knew my husband, Jacob Telworthy,
you never met his in Australia, you never saw him on the
boat, and nothing whatever happened to him at Marseilles.
Is that right?

Pim: Yes, yes, that is so.

Olivia: So that, since he was supposed to have died in
Australia six years ago, he is presumably still dead?

Pim: Yes, yes, undoubtedly.

Olivia: (holding out her hand with a charming smile) Then
good-bye, Mr. Pim, and thank you so much for—for—all
your trouble. (Mr. Pim Passes By 246-247)
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James: How would you like to come into the business?
Philip: The jam business? Well, I don’t know. You wouldn’t
want me to salute you in the mornings?

James: My dear, boy, no!

Philip: All right, T'll try it if you like. I don’t know if I
shall be any good—what do you do?

James: It’s your experience in managing and—er—handling
men which I hope will be of value.

Philip: Oh, I can do that all right. (Stretching himself luxu-
riously) Uncle James, do you realize that I'm never going to
salute again, or wear a uniform, or get wet—really wet, I
mean—or examine men’s feet, or stand to attention when
I'm spoken to, or—oh, lots more things. And best of all,
I'm never going to be frightened again. Have you ever
known what it is to be afraid—really afraid?

James: (getting up) All right, we'll try you in the office.
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I expect you want a holiday first, though.

Philip: (getting up) My dear uncle, this is holiday. Being
in London is holiday. Buying an evening paper—wearing a
waistcoat again—running after a bus—anything—it’s all

holiday. (The Boy Comes Home 125-126)
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God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform, he
plants his footsteps on the sea and rides upon the storm.
Grand hymn that, why did it suddenly come into my head?
And why did I never see before what an absurd non-sequitur
it 1s? I mean the first two lines are all right by themselves,
and so are the second two, but they don’t mix. In effect he
begins by saying that great events from little causes spring,
or whatever the line is, and then... It's ironic the way
things do happen like that. Or the other way about. Little
events from great causes. What's the Latin? Parturiunt
montes nascetur ridiculus mus. Is that right, or souldn’t it
be a pentameter? The little gods must have fun, deciding
what mountains are to be in labour in order that our ridicu-

lous little wishes shall be gratified. (Autobiography 302)
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Visitors to the house have called the result such different
adjectives as “mellow”, “old-fashioned”, “charming”— even
“baronial” and “antique”; but nobody ever said it was “ex-
citing”. Sometimes Olivia wants it to be more exciting, and
last week she let herself go over some new curtains. At
present they are folded up and waiting for her; she still has
the rings to put on. It is obvious that the curtains alone
will overdo the excitement; they will have to be harmonized
with a new carpet and cushions. Olivia has her eye on just
the things, but one has to go carefully with George.

(Mr. Pim Passes By 199)
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Here's a woman wants to hang a pair of curtains in her
house, but her husband won't let her, and the little gods
say, ‘All right, darling, you shall hang your curtains,” and
then they get into a corner and chuckle together, and then
arrange the most frightful shocks for both of them...and
up go the curtains. That became a play called Green
Curtains, until it suddenly occurred to me that a better title

would be Mr. Pim Passes By. (Autobiography 302)
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(James opens his eyes with a start and looks round him in
a bewildered way. He rubs his head, takes out his watch
and looks at it, and then stares round the room again. The
door from the dining-room opens, and Philip comes in with
a piece of toast in his hand.)

Philip: (his mouth ful) You wanted to see me, Uncle
James?

James: (still bewildered) That’s all right, my boy, that’s all
right. What have you been doing?

Philip: (suprised) Breakfast. (Putting the last piece in his
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mouth) Rather late, I'm afraid.

James: That’s all right. (He laughs awkwardly)

Philip: Anything the matter? You don’t look your usual
bright self.

James: [—er—seem to have dropped asleep in front of the
fire. Most unusual thing for me to have done. Most

unusual. (The Boy Comes Home 124)
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Mr. Pim: There was a man I used to employ in Sydney
some years ago, a bad fellow, I'm afraid, Mrs. Marden, who
had been in prison for some kind of fraudulent company—
promoting and had taken to drink and—and so on.

Olivia: Yes, yes, I understand.

Mr. Pim: Drinking himself to death I should have said. I
gave him at the most another year to live. Yet to my
amazement the first person I saw as I stepped on board the
boat that brought me to England last week was this fellow.
There was no mistaking him. I spoke to him, in fact; we
recognized each other.

Olivia: Really?

Mr. Pim: He was traveling steerage; we didn’t meet again on
board, and as it happened at Marseilles, this poor fellow—e
r—now what was his name? A very unusual one. Began
with a—a T, I think.

Olivia: (with suppressed feeling) Yes, Mr. Pim, yes?

(She puts out a hand to George.)

George: (in an undertone) Nonsense, dear!

Mr. Pim: (triumphantly) I've got it! Telworthy!

Olivia: Telworthy!



George: Good God! (Mr. Pim Passes By 217-218)
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Mr. Pim: (a little surprised at the success of his story)
An unusual name, is it not? Not a name you could forget
when once you had heard it.

Olivia: (with feeling) No, it is not a name you could
forget when once you had heard it.

George: (hastily coming over to Pim) Quite so, Mr. Pim,
a most remarkable name, a most odd story altogether.

(Mr. Pim Passes By 218)
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Mr. Pim: (surprised) Where is he now? But surely I told
you? I told you what happened at Marseilles?

George: At Marseilles?

Mr. Pim: Yes, yes, poor fellow, it was most unfortunate.
(Quite happy again) You must understand, Lady Marden,
that although I had met the poor fellow before in Australia,
I was never in any way intimate—

George: (thumping the desk) Where is he now, that's what
we want to know?

(Mr. Pim turns to him with a start)

Olivia: Please, Mr. Pim!

Mr. Pim: Where is he now? But—but didn't I tell you of
the curious fatality at

Marseilles—poor fellow—the fish bone?

All: Fish-bone?

Mr. Pim: Yes, yes, a herring, I undertand.

Olivia: (understanding first) Do you mean he’s dead?

(Mr. Pim Passes By 235)
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(George hurries in with the steps, and gets to work. There
is a great deal of curtain, and for the moment he becomes
slightly involved in it. However, by draping it over his head
and shoulders, he manages to get successfully up the steps.
There we may leave him. But we have not quite finished
with Mr. Pim. It is a matter of honour with him now that
he should get his little story quite accurate before passing
out of the Marden’s life for ever. So he comes back for the
last time; for the last time we see his head at the window.
He whispers to Olivia.)

Mr. Pim: Mrs. Marden! I've just remembered.

His name was Ernest Polwittle—not Henry.

(He gose off happily. A curious family the Mardens.
Perhaps somebody else would have committed bigamy if he
had not remembered in time that it was Ernest. .. Ernest. ..
Yes...Now he can go back with an easy conscience to the

Trevors.) (Mr. Pim Passes By 254)
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“oHb, —iF, George EOlivia DT 4 A A1y ¥ a vOMELA LI
WZ &, BERS Mr. PmBIy Y VEENSGTHS, TLTHI —
O, BEEBHLASE, KEANLTESETEMT, KAOFED MY v
IIMEET B END T &
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IO T BOLNAY v R AEEH L, The Boy Comes
Home EHIELIEMS, F—=, Fav b, F+IF375—L0HBEEM
5INVOBIEEEMTTE I EITED, TOHMEBIEEZ 1,
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