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Research into physical education coursework support in a teacher
education program for a visually impaired university student
: An elementary school class model that challenges barriers in
school culture that obstruct teachers with disabilities

K & KR &F BoOH K

Akane OHGANE Takuya HARADA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to create a coursework model for elementary school teacher-
training programs to support visually impaired university students intending to teach at mainstream
elementary schools. In addition to a literature review, a visually impaired university student in an
elementary school teacher-training program was selected and interviewed regarding the difficulties
encountered during the teacher-training coursework. It was found that the student considered
physical education classes to be the most challenging of all classes. It was indicated that special
learning was needed due to the visually impaired student’s prior learning experience. Secondly,
we interviewed three visually impaired teachers working at mainstream schools, and identified
difficulties experienced at the workplace. The difficulty common to all the participants was the
stereotype of a "person with disabilities" creating an identity problem at the school. Additionally,
the relationship with a normal-sighted colleague during team teaching could also create a scenario
of "excluding people with disabilities" as "a hidden curriculum" and be passed on to students.
Considering these findings, a model for physical education which supports a visually impaired
student was created. Two students with normal sight cooperated with a visually impaired student,
and a guidance plan for a team teaching lesson was made with the intention that a visually impaired
student could teach at a mainstream elementary school. With the class model, we propose to offer
a framework for normal sighted students and visually impaired students to collaborate during class.
Such an educational device in a teacher-training course could potentially change the "school culture"

which impedes visually impaired teachers in the long-term.
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