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The Fruit Picker

“My boy is a soldier. My boy is a sol-
dier,” sang Sakamoto, standing a top a
fifteen-foot

Ladder and swinging a bucketful of
apricots.” Oh, American soldier he is.
My boy who is a good-natured kid by
heart now carries a gun for America by
necessity. He is an American soldier, he
is.”
of the old

Japanese fruit picker rang in the or-

The low hoarse voice

chard near Provo, and the pickers perked
up from their mid-afternoon drowsiness.

“Oh, Sakamoto! Fine singer you are!”
someone shouted, chuckling. “what’s hap-
pened to the other song? We don’t hear
it anymore.”

Sakamoto paused from singing and
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peered through the branches to the next
tree. “What other song, Fuji? I have for-
gotten.”

Laughter came from every near by
tree. The place bustled with activity. The
smiling men coming to unload their
buckets into the boxes. The soft thud of
outs dropping in the pails and the
squeak of the ever-moving ladders.

“Sakamoto, how could you?” someone
shouted again.” you know the song.
About the girl in a beautiful kimono
waiting for you in Japan.”

Laughter grew loud. Sakamoto re-
sumed singing his new-found song,
attempting to drown out his friends’
bantering, Jack the foreman grinned at
Sakamoto from his post.

“Hey, Sakamoto,” he cried.” Don’t for-
get your boast. You vannot pick fast
when you talk and sing.”

“T'll pick a hundred thousand cots to-
day.” the aged picker shouted proudly.
“You watch, my friends. I pick for my
boy, I pick for America.”

A cloud croased the sun’s path and the
orchard escaped the direct rays momen-
tarily. A cool breeze drifted in, and the
men sighed with relief. Sakamoto, high
up in the tree, sang with increased
guest.

“Ah, America, this one is for you.
Here is another for you. This one too.
Another, another. I come seeking for
gold in America. I will be rich in a your
or two, I said .I will be rich in a year or
two, I said .I will forget America, I said.

With gold jingling in my pockets I will
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sail for Yokohama, Is wore. Ten years.
forty years. Sakamoto 1s still hers, my
friends.”

What's happened to Sakamoto? “some-

one shouted, laughing “ Sing and
entertain us.”
“ Ah, another, America. For you,

America. Yes, Sakamoto, the insignifi-
cant pigmy, was loaded with gold long
ago. He sank his gold for another kind
of gold....black gold. His eyes grow big
with the dream of Texas oil. He sank
some move. Soon he saw no more of his
yellow gold nor black gold. but he is all
right today.”

“You bet you are --You ought to re-
tire,” someone shouted.

“An old man like you should stop
work and take it easy,” Jack the for
man advised.
looked at the foreman
increduously. “Stop? I ?What for? Sure,

Sakamoto

I can retire. But why should I stop work
when my boy is serving for America? I
too am an American. I built that boy up.
I am a farther of an American soldier.”

“I am too,” someone shouted.

“Good for you,” another cried.

“My brother is in the army,” someone
else chimed in.

Deveral trucks came to take the boxes
away to the cannery. The sun sank a lit-
tle to the west, and after the trucks
roared away silence struck the orchard.
But it was not for long. Soon the new
world of Sakamoto’s song came clearly
through the branches and the leaves.

“One for Uncle Sam. One for my boy

Joey. One for every American. One each
for every mouth singing American spirit.
One for Uncle Sam. One for my dJoey.
One for---.”

The foreman looked up and smilingly
shook his head as he watched Sakamoto’s
nimble fingers work. “Sakamoto,” he
cried. “What’s happened to your wonder-
ful Japanese pears and persimmons?
Have you forgotten their flavor? What
about those tasty fish you used to catch
in the Japanese waters? Don’'t’ you get
homesick for the gay festivals holidays?
Speak up, Sakamoto.”

Sakamoto continued singing, his fin-
gers working fast and skillfully. The
pickers shouted encouragement and
laughed. Sakamoto sang the phrases over
and over, his voice finally breaking at
the sight or an usually large apricot. He
plucked it and tossed it to the foreman.

“For you, Jack,” he shouted laugh-
ingly. “That’s a special one. Eat slowly
and taste its flavor. That is my answer
to your questions, Jack. I want you to
understand this fruit, the apricot.”

The foreman held the oversize fruit
and studied with a puzzled look.” Talk
English, Sakamoto. Your words have no
meaning.”

“Don’t listen to my words, young
man,” Sakamoto said, coming down with
a full pail. “Look at the fruit. A little
while ago it was a flower. When the
flower dropped off we saw a green little
thing. A green fruit is a strange thing.
You see no value in it at the beginning.

When it becomes ripe you begin to see
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its worth and understand a little. That’s
how it is between America and me.”

America and you?” asked Jack

The old man dumoed his load and
smiled. He took his straw hat off and
tapped his head. “I was once a green
fruit, so was America in my Immigrant
days. Now we are beginning to get ripe,
both of us, and the day will come when
we'll open up and get to the core. Isn't it
natural, young man?”

The foreman nodded his head and be-
comes solemn. The old man moved his
ladder to another spot and went up. The
sun became hidden in the trees. The
sparrows now joined the chatters of the
men, and the valley was ready for dusk.

Up ahead a friend called Sakamoto,
“Have you news from your son Joey?
What does he says?

The old man stopped work momenta-
rily, and his fingers trembled a little.
His eyes twinkled in the dark.

days ago a nice long letter came from

“

Two

him. His letters are full of light and
hope. Meets plenty of new Americans.
Eats,

American...one big family. He is a young

sleep, plays and works like
fruit but young people are getting ripe
fast nowadays.

The foreman called time and a cheer
went up in the far end. The men came
hurrying to unload their pails. From one
of the nearby trees Sakamoto began to
sing a new line of his song. “This one
and this one...”

Then someone in the crowd shouted,

“let’s watch Sakamoto pick, Sakamoto,
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show your stuff.”

The old man smiled blandly. He looked
at the upraised faces of his friends and
was pleased. He was the center of attrac-
tion. Nonchalantly he began to pick the
cots. Slowly he picked one by one, until
he began to warm up. Then his face so-
bered and the

increased his pace, his fingers nimbly go-

smile was gone. He
ing after the fruit among the leaves.
Then his roar of a song was heard:"
Count fifty in a minute my friends, for
I am fast. Another ...another...another...
another...”

The workers watched him admiringly
and humbly. Someone in the crowd
found his voice. “Come on, fellows!”

Let’s follow Sakamoto and make use of
our rest time!”

There was a soramble below the old
man’s tree. Ladder s bumped ladders and
the “plunk” of the cots falling in the
baskets filled the air, and the song of
Sakamoto in defiance to the enemies of
common people stirred many pickers to

faster pace.
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12H23H
Santa Claus is For Children

It was 20 nights before Christmas in
Topaz when little, Min turned eleven.
The hour was late for the children but
they joined the family about the potbel-
lied stove. On the homemade coffee table,
was a plate of deviled ham sandwiches
and another dish of steaming hot tamale.

“Boy! I'm the highness tonight,” Min
cried, jumping into the most comfortable
armchair. His eyes goggled as his
mother served the tamale. “Boy, I like
tamale.”

“This tamale is too hot,” his mother
explained to Grandma. “I had bought the

other brand.”
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“I like 'em hot,” cried Min, bouncing
up and down in his seat.

“Step that, Min,” warned his father.

Min jumped to his feet and whispered
something in Uncle Harry's ear. They
went on the other side of the partition.

“Do you know what I'm getting for
Mom and Pop?” Min asked his uncle.

Uncle

amusedly. “No, what?”

Harry watched his nephew
“T'll tell you if you can keep a secret.”
Uncle Harry crossed his heart. “On my

honor.”

“Min! Hurry back and drink your
milk,” his mother said, “And don’t keep
Uncle Harry from eating.”

“T want to tell him something, Mom.”

“You come right back and finish your
milk.”

The pair returned to the fireside. Uncle
Harry gazed at Min with flesh interest.
“Min, what did you get for your birth-
day?” he asked.

Min ran out of the room and returned
quickly, his arms loaded with packages.
“Look, Uncle Harry,” he cried opening
the bundles excitedly. “See this army
twill pants-just like yours!”

“He’s proud of it,” his mother said,
smiling.

“And look at my new shoes,” Min
said, laughing and dancing. “And this
jacket and this shirt.”

“These shoes are in the moccasin style,
“his uncle said, examining them and re-
alizing its size. “How you've grown
lately.”

“And Granma gave me money. Now I
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got four dollars and eighty-five cents in
my toy bank,” cried Min happily.

“Aren’t you sorry for being born in
December-the month of Christmas?” re-
minded Uncle Harry, recalling his little
nephew’s everlasting sorrow of having
his birthday so close to Christmas.

Min twisted his mouth in reply. He
looked at his uncle quizzically and noting
his twinkling eyes, said, “I am the high-
ness tonight.”

“Stop that talk,” scolded his father.

Min subsided long enough to watch his
grandmother pour coffee for the adults.
He thrust out his cup to Grandma,
screwing his face. “I want coffee.”

“No. Drink your milk,” his mother
said.

The family members chuckled. Coffee
was Min’s secret passion. For a sip of
coffee he would jump up and down with
joy, as 1if he had tasted the nectar of the
gods. “Just a wee bit, Grandma,” he
pleased.

Grandma slowly poured an eighth of a
cup of coffee.

“Boy! My big day,” cried Min, making
eyes and raising his cup.

“What do you want for Christmas?”
Uncle Harry asked his little nephew.

Min cocked his head sagely. He had
turned eleven, the age when the fable of
Santa Claus is at the lowest ebb of cre-
dulity. “Tll write it down,” he said
wisely.

“Don’t bend Santa Claus’s back by or-
dering too much,” advised Uncle Harry.

“Uncle Harry, lend me your pencil and
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paper,” he said, going to his uncle’s writ-
ing table. “Come here, Uncle Harry.”

Min attempted to keep a straight face
as Uncle Harry approached him. He
watched as the latter searched his draw-
ers. “Do you have enough pencils and
papers?” he asked anxiously.

“Oh, yes, I can spare some for you,”
said. He found
sheets of typing papers. Now he looked

Uncle Harry several
for his pencil box.

Min peeked here and there, his eyes
darting anxiously as if his opportunity
might slip away.

“How much does this book cost?” he
said, holding up a copy of “Prejudice:
Japanese Americans: Symbol of Racial
Intolerance.

“Three dollars.”

The boy whistled.

“What's the matter, Min?”

“Oh, nothing,” he fingered the ink bot-
tle reflectively. The bottle was full. He
signed deeply. “Uncle Harry, do you
know what I'm going to get for
Grandpa?” he said suddenly.

Uncle Harry perked up. His face broke
into a smile of understanding as Min
chuckled impulsively.

“Have you got a present for him?”
Uncle Harry asked in a whisper.

Min nodded confidentially. “Don’t tell
Grandpa. He’s going to get a writing
tablet.

Uncle Harry nodded approvingly.

“Tomorrow I'm going to the Canteen
to buy Grandma’s present.”

“Any idea what it's going to be?”

Uncle Harry said, his eyes twinkling for
want of seriousness. Then he affection-
ately rubbed his little nephew's unruly
hair.

“I'm not rich, you know,” Min de-
fended himself.

Uncle Harry chuckled. “ Who's rich
anyway?~ Then he added, “If you can
give you're rich though.”

“Gee, I'm in a fix,” Min said, scratch-
ing his head and looking about Uncle
Harry’s quarters.

“What's eating you, Min?”

“Say! You often write to Uncle Mas in
the army,” Min said eagerly. “Do you
have enough air mail envelopes?”

Uncle

looked into his drawer and studied his

Harry smiled. He amusedly
envelope supply. He had enough for a
year. “By gosh,” he cried aloud. “I'm
running low. I'll have to get some at the
Canteen.”

Min looked up hopefully. “I bet they
cost a lot, Uncle Harry?”

Uncle Harry brought out a pack and
showed it to Min. “Then sents a pack.”

“Yeah?” eagerly cried Min, doing a jig.

“Yes. That’s right, Min,” Uncle Harry
said. He chuckled as he added, “Isn’t
Christmas getting to be a headache for
you?”

Min shook his head emphatically. “No,
Uncle Harry. I like Christmas.”

Uncle Harry nodded in agreement.

“I see you still believe in Santa Claus,”
he said gladly, watching the face of a
happy one who is a cross between the

roles of give and take.
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